SOMERSET COUNTY COUNCILL
BRIEFING SHEET FOR PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS
OCTOBER 2020
Corona Virus Update: In the last three weeks there has been a marked
increase in the number of positive tests across the County but particularly
in Sedgemoor and Mendip. As at 30th September, the number of confirmed
Covid cases in Somerset was 1,585 and the number of Covid-attributed
deaths 206. The rate per 100,000 currently stands at 10.4 for Somerset
(Burnley by comparison is 314). The current number of total deaths across
the County is currently 6% below the 5-year average and the latest R-value
for Somerset is between 1.1 and 1.4.
It is vitally important to remember the Hands-Face-Space message.
Return to School: The number of children attending Somerset schools
reached 56,410 on 10th September (92.4% attendance), before dropping
slightly and then fluctuating between 88% – 94.3% - explained in part, by
the required self-isolation of around 1,409 children from six schools after
eleven positive COVID-19 tests in mid-September. Separately, Electively
Home Educated pupil numbers have doubled – the estimate for September
is 200 in comparison to highest total in previous years of 92.
2021 School Places: Whether a child is starting school for the first time, or
transferring to their next school, applications need to be made through
Somerset County Council’s website: www.somerset.gov.uk/admissions The
deadline for applications for secondary school places is Saturday, 31
October 2020 and the deadline for primary school place submissions is
Friday, 15 January 2021.
County Council Finances: Somerset County Council’s significantly
improved finances have been recognised by independent auditors in their
end of year report. The turnaround in just two years has seen the Council
move from an “adverse” conclusion to “unqualified”– going from a very
challenging position to the top ranking. The findings from auditors Grant
Thornton say the Council has made “significant progress” over the past two
years in improving its position. This means the Council is now in a strong
position to face unexpected financial challenges. Throughout the
coronavirus pandemic Somerset has been more resilient than many other
councils regionally and nationally.

£1m Climate Emergency Fund: From 1st October, City, Town and Parish
councils across Somerset are invited to bid for between £5,000 and £75,000
for innovative projects that can make a real difference in reducing carbon
emissions and can contribute to making Somerset resilient to the effects of
Climate Change. For information about the scheme, eligibility criteria and
application process, visit www.somerset.gov.uk/climate-emergency.
One Somerset: Four virtual briefing meetings for Parish and Town
Councillors are being held on:
• Thursday 8th October 7pm
• Wednesday 14th October 7pm
• Thursday 15th October 1pm
• Thursday 15th October 7pm
Interested Members should email onesomerset@somerset.gov.uk to
confirm their attendance, clearly stating which meeting they would like to
attend. They will then be sent the link and joining instructions in advance.
Library Services: From Monday 5 October iPads will be available to job
seekers looking for an extra bit of help in their quest for employment. The
free iPad Loan Scheme from Somerset County Council is designed to help
people looking for a new job or career but who may not have the IT skills or
equipment they need. The tablets which are pre-loaded with links,
information and support for anyone in Somerset currently looking for
employment are available for up to six weeks free of charge from
Bridgwater, Chard, Minehead, Shepton Mallet and Taunton libraries.
The Somerset Fund: Grassroots community groups based in Somerset can
now apply for grants up to £2,500 from The Somerset Fund. Somerset
Community Foundation (SCF) manages the Fund and is encouraging
applications from community groups that run on less than £100,000 per
year. The grants are ‘unrestricted’, which means they can be used to pay for
ongoing running costs. Applications to the Fund through SCF’s website can
be made until Friday 16 October 2020.
School Transport: Wearing face coverings on public transport services –
used by pupils – is mandatory as part of the Government’s COVID-19
guidelines but whilst it’s not currently mandatory for pupils to wear
coverings on dedicated transport all secondary age pupils who can, are now
being urged to voluntarily wear coverings.

