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MINUTES OF THE PARISH OF RODE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD AT RODE & DISTRICT 
MEMORIAL HALL ON MONDAY 2nd MAY 2017 AT 7.00 PM 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Presiding: Cllr S Eyles Clerk: Miss M J Book 
 
2 Parishioners, 5 Councillors  Cllr Linda Oliver – District and County Councillor    
 

Cllr Eyles welcomed and thanked everyone for attending. 

Apologies for Absence: Cllr P Banwell, Cllr N Russell 

Minutes of 2016 Parish Meeting: The minutes were taken as read and signed by the Chair. 

Matters arising: None  

Chairman’s Report 

 
This year’s Chairman’s report focuses on just two main projects; the Rode Neighbourhood Plan and our 

bus services through Rode. I also want to highlight the Parish Councillors who give up so much of their 

time as volunteers and to identify who does what.  

 

Rode Neighbourhood Plan  

 

We had our first meeting with John Meeker at Mendip on 9th March 2011 to discuss the merits of a 

Neighbourhood Plan for Rode. We decided on balance that we should take on the challenge; but little 

did we know that 6 years later it still continues to dominate our activities.  

 

The Rode Neighbourhood Plan focusses on future land development within Rode, its green spaces and 

understanding the rich heritage of the village. The good news, from a Parish Council’s perspective, is 

that we have finalised the plan; it has gone through consultation; it has passed inspection and is now 

finally going to referendum on Tuesday 18th July, being held at the Memorial Hall. The decision will rest 

with the village who will decide or not, whether to adopt the plan.  

 

We have done all we can and I would like to put on record my thanks for the enormous effort from the 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group consisting of Pat Banwell, Peter Travis, Terry Morrow, Liz Beth 

(Our Consultant) and myself. I would also like to give thanks to the rest of the Parish Council who have 

given their full support. 

 

Rode Bus Services 

 

We seem to have been campaigning forever to bring back our bus service which was severely 

threatened in 2015.  We saw then how important the bus service is to Rode residents as the huge 

turnout by nearly 200 villagers protesting over the loss of most of their 267 bus service. Rode Parish 

Council, with Rode bus campaigners have been working to try and get an improved bus service for 

Rode.  

 

With a lot of effort during 2016 we managed to secure a basic service. With effect from 30th April 

2017, there will be an extra “First Bus” through Rode to Bath in the early evenings. It will pick up at 

the Rode Memorial Hall at 18:16 Mon-Fri (and at 18:06 on Saturdays). We also announced that 

“Faresaver” will operate their X67 buses through the village. There will be a new 09:41 X67 going to 

Bath and two X67 buses departing from Bath’s Dorchester Street (at 13:35 and 15:45) which will now 

go via Rode on their way to Frome. These services all will operate Monday-Friday (the X67 service 

does not operate at weekends). 

 

Rode Parish Council is producing a new bus timetable, specifically for Rode, listing the times of when 

all the bus services go through Rode. This new leaflet is to be delivered to every house in Rode with 

further copies available at Rode Post Office and The Cross Keys. 

 

I would like to express my sincere thanks to Peter Travis who has been working tirelessly; to District & 

County Councillor Linda Oliver who has given so much time and effort to support our campaigns.  I 

would also like to thank Lucy Travis who, with all her energy, continues to make a real difference; and 

thanks for all the effort from so many village volunteers. 
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Parish Councillors 

The role of a Parish Councillor is on a voluntary basis and demands a great deal of time and effort. I 

highlight the main duties carried out by each Councillor but what I don’t list are the many “day to day” 

activities each Councillor carries as part of just doing their best to support the village. I thank you all. 

 

Pat Banwell – Vice Chair 

Pat has been extremely active on our Neighbourhood Plan from day one. Pat joined me at our first 

meeting with John Meeker and has been so valuable with her knowledge of the history and culture of 

Rode. Pat is also involved with so many other valuable activities in the village. 

 

Ann Edney 

Ann is responsible for all planning matters on the Parish Council. Ann is one of our representatives on 

the “much rejuvenated” Playing Fields committee plus carrying out a host of village fund raising 

events. 

 

Pat Restorick 

Pat is our other Parish Council representative on the Playing Fields committee and is active with many 

fund raising activities. Pat is also our link with Rode School. 

  

Peter Travis 

Peter is very much part of Neighbourhood Plan team, especially our village surveys. Peter is also active 

with our bus campaign; was instrumental in Rode having early “superfast” broadband and is our 

marketing guru. 

 

Terry Morrow 

Terry is also part of our Neighbourhood Plan team. His “data sorting” was essential and his 

photographic skills can be seen in our Neighbourhood Plan published report. Terry is also responsible 

for “footpaths” and is a now a fully-fledged “qualified strimmer operator”. 

 

Richard Castle 

Richard has been instrumental in raising the awareness of many highways issues, especially “traffic 

calming” and recording of traffic incidents. Richard is an active member of our highways team and his 

report writing is legendary. 

 

Nick Russell 

Nick is our newest member of the Parish Council and has just started to promote “Neighbourhood 

Watch” schemes within the village. 

 

And Not Forgetting… 

Joy Book our Parish Clerk who seems to get our issues sorted out with ease and a smile. 

 

And Finally… 

Our thanks must go to District & County Councillor Linda Oliver who gives so much of her time to the 

cause. Linda seems to be permanently on call and supports our issues with vigour and real 

commitment. We are lucky to have her. 

 

Financial Statement for 2016-2017 

 

The Clerk presented the accounts and reported that the Internal Auditor had approved them.  Carry 

forward total £27976.62.  

 

District Councillor and County Councillor’s Report  

 

The job of being a District or County councillor is not rocket science, but it can be very time consuming 

and a lot of work. But the starting point is at meetings like this, where I can find out, and get to 

understand what is going on, or more precisely what’s going wrong or could be improved. 

 

The issues that take up most time of course relate to planning (if I’ve got my District hat on) or 

highways (if I’ve got my County hat on), and I think we have worked well together over the last few 

years to achieve results in both these areas. Not all outcomes are what we were aiming for but many 

are. 
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I have had a good relationship with the planning team at MDC for many years now and they have been 

very supportive, understanding and despite many challenges to their planning recommendations bear 

no grudges and I think they respect the way that we respond to applications that are of concern to us. 

My experience at County is far more recent and I have to tell you that when I took over from Sam 

Phripp over 2.5 years ago and went to meet senior highways officer at Taunton for the first time she 

told me she did not realise that NSP was on her patch, I was a bit worried. I had also heard that 

highways officers were not very co-operative. How wrong that has proved to be. 

 

I now have regular meetings with highways officers where we work through the issues and actions and 

check progress of every issue raised. We then agree outcomes of the meeting and use the meeting 

notes as the on-going working document.  They are all very familiar with my County Division, if any of 

them were not before. I enjoy working with them and have a great deal of respect for the work they 

do. 

 

The frustration for many is that despite successful outcomes, like the SIS applications, things take 

time to implement. The perception is that things take too long but much of the work is subject to 

feasibility studies,  and repairs  are then rated to certain criteria so the important, safety issue repairs 

are undertaken first etc.  

 

The important thing is that we work together, agree priorities, get our facts right so you can talk 

sensibly and rationally. This gets the best results. That process starts here, at PC meetings. And trust 

me Rode PC is as good as it gets. I enjoy working with you all, the style and approach is measured, 

effective and enjoyable. 

 

Memorial Hall Report (Submitted by Duncan McLennan and summarised by the Clerk) 

 

Financial Position:  The Hall has a healthy financial reserve thanks to a period with good fundraising 

and no major building works, however this year's surplus is smaller than last year's. During the year to 

April 2017 income exceeded expenditure by £821.69 If it wasn't for fundraising, the Hall would have 

run at a loss. There is a downward trend and the Hall needs more bookings. 

 

Accounts are in the process of being audited. 

 

At 29 Jan 2017 the General Fund stood at approximately (TBA) (2016: £18,884.68), including cash at 

bank in the sum of £16205.03 (2016: £15233.34). 

 

The Hall is well used and there are always maintenance tasks to be carried out. The Trustees are 

therefore budgeting for a further surplus in the year ending 31.03.2017.  This is necessary because 

expenditure on repairs to the hall can be unexpected and heavy and it is necessary to maintain 

reasonable bank balances in case any urgent and expensive work needs to be carried out. 

 

Improvements / Maintenance:  Gas Safety checks done and passed. Committee members continue 

to give their time to help with routine maintenance such as keeping the car park tidy. 

   

Fundraising:  In January we again did the quiz night which made £814.45. A big thank-you goes to 

Sam McLennan for providing the technical wizardry that sets this apart. Without fund raising the 

Hall would run at a loss. 

 

Committee Members:  The Committee has remained largely unchanged although Geoff Banwell will 

be resigning at the AGM after many years of service. New members from the younger members of the 

community would as always be a welcome addition. 

 

Closing Statements:  I believe we have continued to improve this year in the overall running, 

compliance with various rules and regulations and the Hall’s facilities.  We will continue the 

improvements as funds allow. My thanks go to all committee members but particularly to our retiring 

Treasurer, Geoff Banwell, and Helen Flooks the Secretary who all do a great deal of work to keep the 

Hall running. 

 



4 

Playing Field Report 

 

Following an urgent appeal to avoid closure by the few remaining members of the Playing Fields 

Committee last year, new members were appointed and a strong committed committee was formed.  

Pam Palmer as Chair appointed Ann Edney as Vice Chair,  John Griffith as Treasurer and  Jo Stewart 

Cox as Secretary. 

 

Bookings and care of the Pavillion is run expertly now by Marilyn Bertenshaw.  Malcolm Dunsmore 

undertakes the weekly inspections of the Playing Fields and sends in reports to Pam and Jo once he 

has assessed the safety and condition of all areas.. Steve Rhodes reports to The Link and all Facebook 

sites. 

 

Following the Rode Olympic Ball of 2012 a sum of  £3600.00 was raised and donated to The Playing 

Fields and has finally been spent on outside Gym equipment which was installed earlier this year. 

Unfortunately,  as we could not reclaim the VAT element of this cost which was around £600.00 which 

would have enabled us to buy four pieces of equipment we bought three pieces which have proved 

very popular with all who use them.  We intend to add to these through our future fund raising 

activities. 

 

Work has started on cleaning the children's play equipment,  seating and picnic tables on the site and 

will continue as time allows for the volunteers to do this. 

 

The inside of the Pavillion room has now been re-painted and the addition of a matching serving bar, 

new kettles, microwave and various other crockery items has greatly improved the facilities on offer 

for hire. We have removed the old heaters and intend to replace one of these before next winter.    We 

already have repeat bookings for art classes and local groups using this facility and hope to attract 

more now the decorating is finished. 

 

Future plans this summer include the addition of two football goals and long term fund raising through 

Just Giving donation site to help raise money for more activities and equipment. 

 

Comments from the floor: Mrs Stinton thanked the members of the council who had been 

instrumental in preserving the bus going through the village.  

 

There being no other motions the meeting closed at 7.15pm 

 

Joy Book Chairman’s Signature  

Clerk to Rode Parish Council Printed  

 Date  / /2018 
 


