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MINUTES OF THE PARISH OF RODE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD AT RODE & DISTRICT 
MEMORIAL HALL ON MONDAY 3rd MAY 2016 AT 7.00 PM 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Presiding: Cllr S Eyles Clerk: Miss M J Book 
 
3 Parishioners, 3 Councillors  Cllr Linda Oliver – District and County Councillor    
 

Cllr Eyles welcomed and thanked everyone for attending. 

Apologies for Absence: Cllr P Travis, Cllr L Bealing, Cllr P Restorick 

Minutes of 2015 Parish Meeting: The minutes were taken as read, proposed by Pat Banwell and 

signed by the Chair. 

Matters arising: None  

Chairman’s Report 

Neighbourhood Plan: Cllr Eyles reported that the NP was nearing completetion after 4 years. Wide 

consultation had taken place which had resulted in a finalised plan. Terry Morrow, Pat Banwell and 

Peter Travis were thanked for the tremendous time and effort they had put into producing the plan 

which could not have been completed without the help of the consultant, Liz Beth. 

 

267: The service has been brought back to some extent. Cllr Travis will be orchestrating a bus survey 

in the next couple of months. A follow up meeting with James Freeman, MD of First will be made to 

discuss a way forward a try to safeguard the 267 into Rode. 

 

Broadband: The installation of superfast broadband was led by Cllr Travis who did an exceptional job 

in bringing the date forward ahead of many other local villages. There have been a few teething 

problems which are ongoing but some areas of Rode are now getting speeds of 40+mb.   

 

Highways: This year we created a specific highways steering group, whiich has seen some success 

despite funding cuts. Richard Castle who has been instrumental in raising highways issues was 

welcomed as a Parish Councillor in April 2016. It is hoped that 2”traffic calmeing” seeing reduced 

speed through Rode. Other highways measures are being undertaken to alleviate the current issues. 

 

Summary: Cllr Eyles thanked Cllr Oliver for her continued support, all the parish councillors who work 

extremely well as a team bringing their various different skills and talents to the council, in particular 

Cllr Banwell who is anl Vice Chair and Joy Book  our Parish Clerk.  

 

Election of Officers 

Chair     Steve Eyles Proposed Ann Edney   Seconded Terry Morrow 

Vice Chair    Pat Banwell Proposed Ann Edney   Seconded Steve Eyles 

Responsible Financial Officer  Joy Book Proposed Steve Eyles    Seconded Ann Edney 

 

Financial Statement for 2015-2016 

 

The Clerk presented the accounts and reported that the Internal Auditor had approved them.  Carry 

forward total £28,313.58.  

 

District Councillor and County Councillor’s Report (Submitted report below was summarised by 

Cllr Oliver - Somerset County Councillor, Frome North Division & Mendip District Councillor, Rode & 

Norton St Philip Ward) 

 

Planning: Another year has passed by so quickly and this year the focus on planning has not been so 

significant as in previous years. There have been a number of planning applications but mainly small 

residential improvements. The one application that created concern recently was the application to 

demolish a bungalow on the busy A361 in an accident black spot and erect 5 dwellings in its place. 

 

Through a team effort we presented our objections to the planning board and the application was 

refused. It does not mean that this application will not be brought forward again but the Parish Council 

(PC) has at least been in some dialogue with the agent for the applicant. There is strong evidence to 
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demonstrate the excessive speeds; volume of traffic, particularly HGV’s and accidents in the area that 

we hope will continue to be taken seriously. 

 

The Fussells new site is up and running and Ashford Homes will be developing the former site for 

housing. At this stage the planning permission is at outline stage and there will be some work to do 

when the reserved matters application is made. This is when matters such as scale, layout, density, 

material and landscaping are consulted on and decisions reached. 

 

There is a real concern about the apparent lack of any road improvements in that area and together 

with the PC, Rode Traffic Action Group (TAG) we have made our concerns known and hope that there 

is an opportunity to have these issues considered as part of the next phase of the development. 

 

We have requested an extension of the existing 30mph limit further out of Rode south of Parkgate 

Lane but no proposals have been put forward to implement this as of yet. 

 

The completion of the Rode Neighbourhood plan is getting closer to completion. Finalising this and 

dealing with any outcomes of the consultation and any development as a result will bring its own 

challenges. 

 

SCC Highways: There are a number of well known, longstanding highway problem areas in the village. 

The PC, TAG and I have been working closely with SCC Highways and there are a number of agreed 

traffic management improvements going to be implemented in this financial year. 

 

The junction will be re-lined on the A361 Frome Road with Church Lane to reduce the conflict with the 

Bell Inn car park users.  

 

Measures to address parking issues at the Mead would involve extending the School Keep Clear 

marking a few metres. 

 

There has also been a proposal to extend the existing 20mph limit in Rode. This proposal needs to be 

discussed further with Highways and the PC 

 

SCC Small Improvement Scheme Programme (SIS): 

 

With the support of Richard Castle and members of TAG we have submitted a successful bid for one of 

the 40 roads across the County to get safety/traffic management improvements. What is being 

proposed will focus on Bradford Road and its connection with the A361 and Rode Hill junction.    

 

Before plans are proposed a survey of the area and audit will be undertaken. Its not going to happen 

quickly, but it will and I have no doubt TAG members will keep us all on our toes in pushing things 

forward. 

 

I will provide an update on this when I have further news. 

 

Enforcement Issues: Generally there are not any enforcement issues that come to light in Rode. The 

one that had been causing some concern for some time was a site in Lower Street. Enforcement action 

was finally implemented. 

 

Landscape Group: On the 27th April I was invited to join the Mendip Contracts Manager, Elizabeth 

Dawson invited me to join her on a random street quality inspection relating to the work Landscape 

Group are contracted to do in respect of street cleansing etc. The inspection was for streets in NSP and 

two in Beckington. I took the opportunity to take the officer through Rode via Woolverton and a 

number of areas of concern was identified which will be fed back to the Landscape Group. 

 

Shortly documents will be available for PC’s that includes details the work the contract covers, the 

specification, timings for work and contact details. I will let you have these as soon as they are 

available. 

 

Superfast Broadband: At long last Rode got is Superfast Broadband well ahead of the proposed live 

date. For those in the first wave of upgrading improved speeds were evident, some residents getting 

better speeds dependent on their proximity to the cabinet. 
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However, uptake exceeded demand and pressure then had to be applied to secure additional ‘cards’ or 

a further cabinet. The cabinet being outside of the scope of the CDS contract and reliant on the 

goodwill of BT. Once again through a co-ordinated and professional campaign Peter Travis was able to 

raise the profile and get what was needed. 

 

Unfortunately there are as anticipated some residents who will not be able to access the service. 

 

Village bus services: Its been a difficult time and created lots of angst and work to try and persuade 

both Faresaver and First Bus to work with the local community to maintain a Rode to Bath service. 

 

Attempts to get Somerset County Council (SCC) to subsidise some key routes through Rode could not 

be supported. There is now another time of change with yet another new timetable and some further 

missing routes. 

 

There is no doubt that competition on the Frome to Bath route and cuts to County budgets we 

probably have not heard the last of this issue. As always I have no doubt the community will work 

together to try and make a difference. 

 

Rode lunch club: For the second year running I was able to secure a grant for Alex King and her band 

of hard workers for the lunch club. This came from the Somerset County Council Health and Well Being 

grant. I was invited to the Xmas event again and had a wonderful lunch served by local school 

children. Background songs were provided from the younger children in the village. It was fun to listen 

to and more fun watching them having fun, fidgeting and singing their hearts out. 

 

Unfortunately it looks like further cuts to the County budget may mean we do not have access to the 

grants this financial year. 

 

Memorial Hall Report (Submitted by Duncan McLennan and summarised by the Clerk) 

 

Financial Position: The Hall has a healthy financial reserve thanks to a period with good fundraising 

and no major building works, however this year's surplus is smaller than last year's. During the year to 

April 2016 income exceeded expenditure by £749.17 (2015: £938.87). The decrease is due to a fall in 

hiring fees. If it wasn't for fundraising, the Hall would have run at a loss. There is a downward trend 

and the Hall needs more bookings.  

 

At 31 March 2016 the General Fund stood at £18,884.68 (2015: £18,135.51), including cash at bank 

in the sum of £15,233.34 (2015: £14,419.33). The Hall is well used and there are always maintenance 

tasks to be carried out. The Trustees are therefore budgeting for a further surplus in the year ending 

31.03.2017. This is necessary because expenditure on repairs to the hall can be unexpected and heavy 

and it is necessary to maintain reasonable bank balances in case any urgent and expensive work 

needs to be carried out. (Accounts are in the process of being audited).  

 

Improvements/Maintenance: New Water Heater in Gents Toilet, Electrical Safety checks done and 

passed. Service duct between rear toilets repaired and wet rot removed and treated. Committee 

members continue to give their time to help with routine maintenance such as keeping the car park 

tidy.  

 

Fundraising: In January we again held a quiz night which made £1,056.10. A big thank you goes to 

Sam McLennan for providing the technical wizardry that sets this apart. Without fund raising the Hall 

would run at a loss.  

 

Committee Members: The Committee has remained largely unchanged although Caro Smith retired as 

booking Secretary after many years of service. New members from the younger members of the 

community would as always be a welcome addition.  

 

Closing Statements: I believe we have continued to improve this year in the overall running, 

compliance with various rules and regulations and the Hall’s facilities. We will continue the 

improvements as funds allow. My thanks go to all committee members but again, as in the past 5 

years, particularly to our Bookings Secretary, Caro Smith, and Treasurer, Geoff Banwell, and Helen 

Flooks the Secretary who all do a great deal of work to keep the Hall running.  
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Playing Field Report – Presented by Ann Edney 

 

Playing Field committee now has new members and its future looks more promising. Current balance is 

£7,900 of which £2,500 has been set aside for equipment for the play area. The three toilets have 

been upgraded. 

 

Comments from the floor: None 

 

There being no other motions the meeting closed at 7.20pm 

 

Joy Book Chairman’s Signature  

Clerk to Rode Parish Council Printed  

 Date  / /2017 
 


