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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RODE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT RODE & DISTRICT MEMORIAL 

HALL ON TUESDAY 6 MARCH 2018 AT 7.30pm 

 

UNCONFIRMED 

Present:  

Cllr S Eyles - Chair  (SE) Cllr P Banwell - Vice Chair (PB) Cllr A Cllr A Edney (AE)   

Cllr T Morrow  (TM) Cllr P Travis     (PT)     Cllr P Restorick  (PR)  

Cllr N Russell  (NR)  
 

In attendance: Joy Book, Clerk                  8 members of the public 
 

1. Parishioners’ Participation:  

i. Marsh Road – drainage ditches: Clerk to contact Highways to request that they are cleared. 

ii. Tree felling applications: Resident was concerned that the PC does not appear to refuse these 

application. SE explained that unless the tree had a Tree Preservation Order on it there was little 

the PC could do. The removal of the tree at 6 Frome Road is in the hands of Enforcement. 

iii. Ashford Homes – swift bricks: The PC had asked Ashford Homes if they would consider swift 

bricks but their inclination was to provide a swift ‘hotel’.  

iv. Footway – The Bell to the church: The footway from Church Lane to The Bell has been cleared 

but not the remaining stretch to the church. Clerk to follow up with Highways. 

vi. Ashford Homes sign and rubbish on site: Resident reported that the sign is an eyesore in the 

conservation area and that various items have been appearing on the site. Some of it is building 

preparation materials, some rubbish. To be monitored. The A361 from the Frome direction is 

generally looking untidy due to the various works that are being undertaken along that section 

and the closure of The Bell.  

 

2. Co-option of Councillor: Only one application form had been received by the deadline. Jonathan 

Leeves (JL) was unanimously voted in favour and was welcomed to the Parish Council. JL was given a 

Declaration of Acceptance of Office form and Declaration of Interests form to complete. Clerk to arrange 

new councillor training and forward councillor documentation to JL. 

 

3.   Apologies for absence: Cllr Linda Oliver – County and District Councillor 

 

4.   Councillor’s Declarations of Interests in Items on Agenda: None 

 

5. Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 6 February 2018: The minutes were approved 

and signed by the Vice Chair as a true record.  

 

6. Traffic calming measures in Rode/Bradford Road/Rode Hill junction: Members of the Traffic 

Action Group (TAG) were present and explained that they had put a great deal of effort into moving 

things forward. SCC had informed them that only improvements to Bradford Road were currently 

possible. These will be pursued before moving to other areas. The majority of those present expressed 

concerns about the proposed chicanes on Bradford Road. It was suggested that speed ‘cushions’ should 

be considered rather than speed ‘bumps’ which SCC have categorically said will not be installed. SE 

thanked the TAG group for all their efforts. 

 

 It was agreed that the following were acceptable proposals – “Speed Cushions” and improved signage. 

A meeting will be arranged with SCC to finalise the details.  

 

 SE will contact Ashford Homes to establish when the 30/40mph zone and gates will be installed. 

 

7. Future of Village Shop/Café and Post Office: There is still a prospective purchaser for the 

businesses. To Note – Planning Permission has been granted for the Texaco garage in Beckington to 

enlarge the shop which will also include a Post Office. 

 

8. Ongoing support for 267 bus: First have maintained the service with modest contributions from 

BANES and the local town/parish councils. Rode PC has played a large role in maintaining this vital 

service. The grants will need to be renewed in April. SE said it was important to keep engaging with 

First and the relationship with Faresaver was now very good. All were in favour of supporting the 
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subsidising the service for the next 18 months. AE thanked SE/PT and Lucy Travis for all the work they 

have carried out to keep the service running. 

 

9. Future of broadband in Rode: PT gave the history of broadband being brought to Rode and reported 

that it now had the opportunity to have the fastest speeds in the country by next year with speeds of 

up to 1gb (£74.99 : 50mb - £39). Gigaclear has won the contract from Connecting Devon and Somerset 

and there is no need to sign up for this service. Truespeed however, require 30% of the village to sign 

up otherwise it would not viable for them to pursue installation. Voneous have now installed their system 

into nearly 60 homes and will carry out another 25 installations free of charge. Voneous also offered a 

full month’s rebate for the recent interruptions to their service. 

 

10. Link magazine A5 format: The first edition of the new A5 smaller format had been incorrectly printed 

by the printers resulting in the text being very small. The second edition was improved by a larger font 

but the majority of those present at the meeting felt that the new format could be challenging for the 

aging population and lacked the individuality of what they felt made the Link special. It was appreciated 

that the Link is struggling to cover costs but most people would not mind paying more for it. Advertisers 

could be lost as a result of their adverts being significantly reduced in size. Several people indicated 

that they would no longer be renewing their subscriptions as a result of the reduction in size. The Link 

is currently under trial but no indication of how long the trial will last or how this will be assessed has 

been given. The Link is not the responsibility of the PC but for feedback the PC asked for a vote of 

opinion. 7 Voted in favour of the format returning to A4 (1 abstention). Also all parishioners attending 

the meeting voted against the new A5 format.  

 

11. Rode website: PT/Lucy Travis are endeavouring to move this forward. 

 

12. County and District Councillors reports: None. Cllr Oliver is on 6 months dispensation. 

 

13. Matters Arising:  

i. Lower Street – painting of railings: Clerk to contact contractor to paint in the spring. 

ii. Speed Indicator Device: Clerk to look into purchasing a SID.  

iii. Dog fouling signs: Clerk has contacted MDC and given them a list of the preferred locations for 

the signs. MDC are responsible for their installation. Clerk to find out timescale. 

iv. Footpath – Crooked Lane/Playing Field: TM has contacted Andy Fussell who said that due to 

weather conditions he had been unable to replant the field but this would be done soon and a 

clear footway would be left across the field as usual. TM reported that the footpath in Coopers 

Lane (continuation of Crooked Lane) had had 3 fallen trees across it which he had moved. 

However, there is a tree that has come out at the roots and is at an angle (although it appears 

relatively stable at present). TM has reported to it Andy Fussell. 

 

14. Planning matters: 

iv. Mendip decisions:  

 

16.  Highway issues:  

i.   Speeding on Clay Lane – new pedestrian warning sign: SCC own the land which the 

previously proposed sign was going to be placed on.  They are aware that stones have been placed 

on their verge. An SCC technician will assess another suitable siting for the sign. SCC agree that 

the location of the 30mph repeater sign on to the new posts makes sense and they hope to be in 

a position in the new financial year to carry out these works. 

ii. 20mph zone – High Street/Church Lane: SCC has confirmed that this will be considered in the 

2018-2019 financial year. However, there has been recent changes to legislation which will need 

to be taken in to consideration. The zone is likely to start at the bus stop opposite Orneage Close 

and further investigation needs to be carried out to find the terminal points in Lower Street/High 

Street. Repeater signs etc will be minimised to avoid nuisance to residents. 
 

17. Correspondence:  

 i.    Memorial trees/plants: Passed to the Playing Field. 

 
 

18. Financial Position 

  i. NatWest reserve account as at 23 February 2018 - £33,937.91 Current account £10.00.  
             

 

Application No. Location Proposal MDC decision 

2017/3258/HSE 33 Marsh Road Demolition of existing 

garage and construction 

of new two storey 

extension 

Approved 



     Cheque 1225 Clerk’s salary, expenses (February)                            £149.71        

  Cheque 1227 HMRC PAYE (Period 12)                                                £33.60 

     Cheque 1226 SALC – Clerk’s training     £42.50  
 

       ii.   Receipts: Interest - £1.57. 
  

13.  Any Other Business:  

 i. Grit bins: Clerk to contact SCC to replenish. 

 ii. Apologies: TM/PT/PB offered their apologies for the next meeting. 

 iii. Rode bridge: No response to PB’s recent email regarding further movements. Clerk to chase. 

  iv.  Snow clearance: NR to establish what facilities are available for future snow clearance. 

 

The Meeting closed at 8.55pm. 
 

Joy Book     

Clerk to Rode Parish Council     Signed ___________________________ 
 

 

Date:   ___________________________  Print:   ___________________________  
 

 

Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 3rd April 2018 at 7.30pm 


